
About Prime Mover Drivers (with Container Chassis) 

Prime mover drivers play a critical role in the logistics and supply chain industry by 

facilitating the movement of shipping containers from port terminals to warehouses 

and other facilities. Their responsibilities encompass a range of tasks related to 

container handling, equipment operation, safety compliance, communication, 

documentation, and customer service, all of which contribute to the efficient and 

reliable transportation of goods. 

The details are as follows: 

1. Container Movement: Prime mover drivers are responsible for transporting 

shipping containers between various locations within the port or terminal, such 

as container yards, storage areas, loading docks, and terminals. This may 

involve picking up containers from incoming vessels, delivering containers to 

designated storage locations, or loading containers onto trucks for onward 

transportation. 

 

2. Equipment Operation: Prime mover drivers operate specialized vehicles 

known as prime movers, which are designed for moving heavy containers and 

goods. They must safely manoeuvre these vehicles in confined spaces, 

navigate through congested areas, and adhere to traffic rules and safety 

protocols while transporting containers. 

 

3. Container Handling: Prime mover drivers are responsible for attaching and 

detaching containers from chassis or trailers using specialized equipment 

such as twist locks or spreader bars. They must ensure that containers are 

properly secured and balanced to prevent shifting or tipping during transport. 

 

4. Safety Compliance: Prime mover drivers must adhere to strict safety 

regulations and procedures to minimize the risk of accidents, injuries, and 

damage to cargo or equipment. This includes conducting pre-trip inspections 

of vehicles, ensuring proper loading and securing of containers, and following 

established safety protocols when operating in busy PSA terminal 

environments. 

 

5. Communication: Prime mover drivers communicate with terminal operators, 

yard controllers, and Company Controllers to coordinate container 

movements, obtain instructions, and report any issues or incidents. Effective 

communication skills are essential for ensuring smooth and efficient 

operations within the terminal.  Some of the communications may be on 

WhatsApp or mobile apps, depending on the company. 

 

6. Documentation: Prime mover drivers are also responsible for maintaining 

accurate records and documentation related to container movements, 

including container numbers, locations, and timestamps. They are required to 

input key data so that the paperwork for regulatory compliance, billing 

purposes, or security could be done by the company. 



7. Customer Service: Prime mover drivers may interact with customers, 

shipping agents, and other stakeholders during the course of their duties. 

Providing courteous and professional service, addressing customer inquiries 

or concerns, and representing the company in a positive manner are 

important aspects of the job. 

 

8. Adherence to Timetable: Prime mover drivers are often required to meet 

tight deadlines and adhere to schedules for container pickups, deliveries, and 

transfers. They must prioritize tasks, plan efficient routes, and optimize their 

time to ensure timely completion of assignments. 

 

 


